Early constrictive pericarditis and anaemia developed in a 52 year old man after he had an inferior wall myocardial infarction complicated by Dressler's syndrome. Total pericardiectomy at the time of coronary artery bypass surgery resulted in complete resolution of signs and symptoms.
Constrictive pericarditis after myocardial infarction has been rarely reported. There are three reports of this complication developing six to 12 months after frank haemopericardium had occurred with prophylactic anticoagulant treatment.`13 However, three recent cases occurred in the absence of an overt haemopericardium during the initial post-infarction period and two of these patients did not receive anticoagulants.45 The third received an eight week course of anticoagulants for venous thrombosis but this was started four months after his presentation with myocardial infarction and pericarditis.6
All six patients had evidence of clinical pericarditis during the acute myocardial infarction and in two patients Dressler's postmyocardial infarction syndrome preceded the development of constrictive pericarditis by six months and 10 months.45 Anaemia 
